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Tie Case of Major General Andirew Jack- 
son, in relation to the execution of Ar- 
buthnot and Jhabrister, &c. 
it does honor to the character of the People 

af the United States that they should manifest a 

lively interest in the fute of the two British sub- 

jects, Arbuthnot and Ambrister, who were con- 
victed of having excited the Indians of Florida to 
hostilities against the ciiizens of Georgia, and who, 
for that cause, were put to death by order of Ma- 
jor General Jacxsoy. The fact proves that the 
American People are not fond of shedding blood; 
and that, from a laudable desire to preserve the 
reputation of their country for justice and human- 
ity, they are induced to everlook, in some de- 
gree, the massacre of their unarmed and innocent 
fellow-citizens, to which the Indians were impell- 
ed by the machinations of the same Arbuthnot 
and Ambrister who are the objects of commisera- 


But is there not danger that this sentiment 








ticn. 


too far? Justice is said to be even-handed: she 
neither sees nor feels: she hears and weighs all 
circumstances, and decides according to the in- 
clination of the unbiassed beam of her Balance. 
If Clemency is to be consulted, we may well sup- 
pose:that her geile countenance ought to lean 
asmuch to the sufferings of our own household 
as to those of mercenary and mischievous fureign 
ers. 

Arbuthnot and Ambrister are presented to the 
imagination as two forlorn men, seized and sud 
denly put to death by an officer of our army; and 
a prevailing detestation of military despotism 
leads warm-hearted individuals to pity them. Let 
us, however, compre with this picture that of the 
abrupt murder of the peaceful family of a frontier 
settler of Georgia: let us place before our eyes 
this family, far distant from the aid of friends or 
associates—the father, the mother, and three or 
four children, seated in their cottage, around their 


; — 
ly evening fare: View, in the back ground, Ar- 
buthnot and Ambrister, busily employed in ad- 
vising the Savages how to proceed, and furnish- 
ing them with the instruments of death: See the 
Savages warily advancing till they gain that cot- 
tare: Behold them rush in, kill their victims, set 
fire to the tenement, and sweep off the little stock 
of caitle. An hour will not have elapsed, and this 
brief scene of increasing civilization, this small 
groundwork of hardy industry and future comfort, 
will have vanished, transformed into a desolate 
spot, covered with a heap of ashes and the half- 
burnt bodies of the unfortunate parents and their 
offspring. Follow, with an aching heact, the sa+ 
vage band on its return. You will peréeive that 
these Indians repair to Arbuthnot and Ambristefs 
that they share with the latter their spoil; and that 
they pause from the repetition of their bloody pur- 
suiis only a sufficient time to plot, with these un- 
principled Britons, new adventures of massacre, 
conflagration, and pillage. 

We should, notwithstanding, be cautious how 
we allow the judgment tu be warped by the sens 
sibilities of our nature; especially with regard to 
transactions of so solemn a description: Above 
all, we ought to be careful not to permit passions 
and desires, growing out of mere hatred and am- 
bbition, upon plausible pretexts, to urge us to the 
condemnation of a worthy citizen and useful com- 
mander. The case of Major General Jackson, in 
relation to the execution of Arbuthnot and Am- 
brister, should be separated from every incident 
not immediately belonging to it, and be deter- 
mined solely upon its own merits. 

There is reason to believe, nevertheless, 
that the particular friends of Governor William 
Rabun, of Georgia, have resolved to take ven- 
geance on the General, for the affront which be 
has put upon the former, in the correspondence 
which took place between them, concernitig the 
conduct of Captain Obed Wright in his attack on 
the Chehaw village. To clear the question, theres 
fore, from this interfering affair, we shall assume 
the liberty of disposing of it at once 

The history of Captain Obed Wright and his 
campaign, is in substance this: ‘The Indian inha- 
bitants: of the host.le villages of Hopaunee and 











Phelemme had made frequent inroads upon the 
Georgian frontier, in their usual butchering and 
plundering manner, and Governor Rahun, exclu. 
sively in virtue of his own siate executive aulhor- 
ity, concluded to onganize a force suffigicnt to 
punish the offenders. At the moment ie waa 





Bightly fire; or at a table, partaking of their home. 


lugking out for a commandgr of this force, Cage 
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tain Wricht presented himself, as a person who 
hac recently held a command in the service of the 
United States, and who bore recommendatory 
testimonials from persons of high and unquestion- 
able respectability. Captain Wright, by a Gene- 
ral Order from the Governor, was authorized to 
collect the troops, and march them upon the two 
villages. On reaching the vicinity of the Chehaw | 
town, and being informed, as it is said, that the | 
chief of one of the hostile towns was harbored 
there, they attacked the place, and murdered the 
frienly and defenceless inhabitants. At the mo-! 
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village in the closest amity with the United Stateg 
If the inroads were “frequent and formidable ® 
how does it happen that Governor Rabun stopped 
short in his warlike operations? By killing the 
friends of the State of Georgia, the People of that 
commonwealth were assuredly not protected from _ 


their enemies. Captain Wright soon afterwards 
fled, and we have not understood that Governor 
Rabun levied a second army, or issued orders for 
another military expedition, against friend o foe. 

The truth is, Governor Rabun (perhaps from 
want of knowledge,) has, in this instance, violated 


ment that this barbarous atrocity was committed, | the Constitution of the United States, There 


the warriors of the Chehaw village were actually | 
in the camp of General Jackson, assisting in the |; 
protection of the frontier settlers of Georgia. Go- 4 
vernor Rabun palliates, but does not justify, the | 
conduct of Captain Wright. He distinctly asserts | 
that the Captain violated his orders: sv that point 
is settled* 

Snch being the admitted circumstances of the 
océurrence, what is the /aw applicable to it? 

By the Constitution of the United States (cl. 2, 
§ 10, art. 1) no state can, without the consent of 
Congress, * engage in war, unlessactually invaded, 
* onin such imminent danger as will not admit of 
* delay.” 

Was the State of Georgia, at the time Governor, 
Rabun levied a military force, either invaded, or 
placed in such imminent danger as would not admit 
of delay? Was Georgia in such a situation, in fact, 
at that time, as brought her truly within the mean- 
ing of the provision of the Constitution? Let Go- 
vernor Rabun himself answer the question. 

In his official communication to the legis'ature 
of Georgia, he refers, us the only reason for his 
making war upon the Indians, to “ frequent and 
formidable inroads” upon the frontier settlers, by 





the inhabitants of the two hostile villages of [o- 
paunce and Phelemme.t This could not certain | 
ly be called an invasion of the State of Georgia, 
according to the strict or common acceptation of | 
the term. It would place that respectable com- | 
monwealth in too ludicrous a point of view to 


consider it as invaded by a handful of vagabond | 
savages, from but two towns; and the incident is | 
of so ordinary acharacter in the annals of our | 


country that it cannut be viewed in that light. | 
That these inroads were not so important as.to be | 
denominated invasions, is further proved by the 
res.ilt of Captain Wright’s expedition 
no retaliation upon either Hopaunee or Phelem- | 
Vii he did was to desolate the Chehaw, a 


i 
1 


He made | 


me. 


* Sse the Commutation of Governor Rabun to the Legis: | 
latace of Gener. of the 34 of Novergber, 15) 3, in this volume , 
of the Natiwa. Begister, puse 374; and the Correspondenee | 
bere or ion 10 Guvernor Reba ., page 3790, 

+ Laws U. 5S. p , 


ra® Jucksass 2 i 





white 95, ¥D.. *s 
qSee page 335, this vel. of we Nationa! Kegister. } 


was evidently no invasion of the State; and as to 
the danger’s being imminent, he confesses him. 
self, in his e. position of facts to the legislature, 
that he had written to General Jackson for sue 
cor, and had waited a considerable time without 
having received an answer.* If the danger had 
heen imminent and pressing, upon what excuse 
could he have postponed the organization of 4 
militia force so long? If the danger was really im. 
minent, he neglected his duty as Governor of the 
state of Georgia; if it was not so, and there wag 
no invasion, he clearly infringed the laws of the 
Union. ' 
But it was to the President, and not to General 
Jackson, that Governor Rabun should have ap- 
plied:for the protection of the frontier settlers of 
Georgia from the hostile inroads of the Indians, 
The act of Congress of the 28th of February, 
1795, says, “ Whenever the United States shall 
“be invaded, or be in imminent danger of inya. 
“sion, from any foreign nation or Indian tribe, it 
shall be lawful for the President of the United 
“* States to call forih such number of the militia of 
“the state or states most convenient to the place 
“ of danger, or scene of action, as he may judge 
“necessary to repel such invasion, and to iseue 
“his orders, for that purpose, to such officer or 
“oficers of the militia as he shall think proper" 
tiad the Governor written to the President, he 
would have received, in a regular manner, an of- 
ficial answer, and would not have gone so grossly 
astray. General Jackson was not bound to obey 
either the request or the command of Governor Re 
bun, unless he had received orders to that effect * 
from the War Department of the United States: 
yet, it appears that he did, upon his own respon- 
sibi‘ity, attend to the Governor’s request; for in 


|| his letter to Governor Rabun from Nashville, of 
{i the 17th of Angust, 1818, in answer to the com- 


plaint of neglect in affording the requisite pra 
tection, General Jackson avers that “ Col. Hayné, 
* with three or four hundred Tennessceans, made 
“* y inovement for the security of the pretended 


* Page 335, this vol. of the National Register. 
+ Page 479, vol. 2, Laws U.S, 4 
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ended in the ruin of the Chehaw village. Upon 
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«s gssailed point of Georgia, and did not follow the, 
« General until satisfied of the perfect security of 


« that frontier.”* 


It would seem, from another circumstance, that 
Governor Rabun ludicrously conceived himself to 
be the military superior of General Jackson, and 
entitled, at pleasure, to change the disposition of 
that General’s troops. In the orders of the Go- 
yernor to Captain Wright, the latter was directed 
to call, without the General’s knowledge or con- 
sent, on Captain Bothwell, of the Georgia militia, 
then in the service of the United States, and un- 
der the immediate command of General Jackson, 
stationed at Fort Early, for part of his force, if it 
should be found necessary} One may well be 
astonished at such repeated deviations from a 
correct course of procedure in the Executive of 
an enlightened commonwealth. General Jack- 
son’s recommendation to him to examine the laws 
of the United States was, it must be conceded, not 
greatly amiss. Governor Rabun, in reality, bhin- 
dered from the beginning to the end of his mar- 
tial proceedings. He organized an armed force 
contrary to law, which killed his allies instead of 
his adversaries; and he peremptorily invaded the 
authority of General Jackson. May we not call 
such a medley of mistakes a rare “ Budget of 
Blunders?” 

Preceeding in our investigation, we find Go- 
vernor Rabun still more culpable in his behavior 
tonching Captain Wright, after the inglorious 
destruction of the Chehaw town, than he was in 
his unlawful conduct towards General Jacks«n. 
Captain Wright had been appointed an officer in 
the Chatham county, Georgia, militia, and had 
been drafted for the purpose of assisting General 
Gaines in reducing Amelia Island, He did not, 
however, take the ficld in sufficient time to co- 
operate in this object. General Gaines then or- 
dered Captain Wright's company to the frovtier, 
but he failed to march. He followed on, subse- 
quently, to fiartford; and not finding himself 
likely to be employed in the service of the Unit- 
ed States, he offered himself 1o Governor Rabun 
to command his projected expedition, which 


receiving information of this barbarous incident, 
General Jackson ordered Captain Wright to be 
arrested: Governor Rabun also ordered him to 
be arrested; but, we fear, with less sincerity of in- 
tention than General Jackson; for when the Cap- 
tain reached Milledgeville, in the custody of the 
officer sent by General Jackson to apprehend 
him, he was released, upon a writ of Labeas cor- 
pus, by the inferior court of ‘Teliair county; and. 
on the same evening, Governor Rabun having is 


* Page 371, this vol. of the National Register. 
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States takes no side in the controversy 








¥ Page 335, this vol. of the National Register. 





408 
sued an order to arrest him again, the business 
was so managed, that, before a warrant was. pro- 
cured to seize his person, Captain Wright was. 
suffered to abscond, and was only pursued bythe 
executive of Georgia with the usual and inefficient 
formality of a proclamation of reward for retak- 
ing him. It bas been since stated that this dis- 


honored fugitive sought protection from the Spas. 


nish authorities at St. Augustine, and that he has 
recently left that place for the Havana. A suita- 
ble asylum, indeed, for so memorable. a warrior! 

From these facts, gathered from Governor Ra- 


bun’s own confessions, what man of candor will , 


not admit, if the Governor of Georgia does not 
publickly acknowledge his faults and ask forgive- 
ness of the nation, that he had better run away 
too? 

Artful individuals, devoted to Governor Rabun, 
will pretend that it is necessary to vindicate hig 
misdeeds in order to maintain the honor of Geor- 
gia. Do not believe them. The reputation of 
that worthy commonwealth does not hang by the 
skirts of any one person; and the most intelligent 
characters of the state will perceive, at a glance, 
that it is General Jackson, who was anxious to pue 
nish injustice and cruelty, and not Governor ita 
bun, who connived at both cruelty and injustice, 
that is the surest friend of Georgian fame and ho- 
nor. The Governor’s advocates deludc them- 
selves when they suppose they can divert public 
attention from him, by raising aa uproar about the 
General. 

Enough of Governor Rabun, Let us go on to 
other motives, which doubtless improperly inter. 
mix themselves with the question of the execu. 
tion of Arbuthnot and Ambrister. 

Among these there is one of a very general na- 
ture, connected with a party, which aims at over- 
throwing the present Administration; and, to that 
end, industriously strives to array President Mon- 
roe against General Jackson. As a Cabinet, we 
are well advised that the Executive of the United 
The se- 
veral members of the Administration may enters 
tain different views on the subject; but a majority 


;of them, we are persuaded, are well disposed te 


the General: So, the instruments of ambition will 
blow up no bubble to burst in that direction 
Another motive for denouncing General Jack- 
son may arise among the friends of a few military 
men, who may be desirous of degrading him, so 
as the more easily to procure a new organization 
of the Military Establishment; or who think, pers 


haps, that the abdication of the Commander in” 


Chief of the Southern Division of the: Army, if 
they could effect it by clamor, even under the 
present organization, would afford thom an openy 
ing for brisk promotion. To this point we do 
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not speak positively, But if there be an Ameri- 
ean officer so debased in martial sentiment as to 
attempt to rise in rank and importance by de- 
erying a gallant brother suldier, may he be for- 
ever doomed to the scorn and abhorrence of his 
countrymen — 

Having thus cleared away the rubbish which 
obscured our main question, we proceed to in- 
quire into the legality of the execution of the two 
subjects of Great Britain, Arbuthnot and Ambris- 
ter. ‘The case is to be decided wholly according 
to the fucts and the law. ; 

And first, as to the facts. It has been proved, 
atcording to the documents already before the 
public, (and which we shall insert entire in the 
National Register hereafter,) that Alexander Ar- 
buthnot and Robert C. Ambrister were British 
subjects; that after the conclusion of peace be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain by the 
treaty of Ghent, they resorted to the country of 
the Indians inhabiting Florida, for the purpose of 
gain, by selling merchandise to the Savages, or 
by obtaining influence and authority among them, 
so as to direct the actions of the Indians to their 
benefit; that they misrepresented the conduct of 
the United States so as to render the Savages «i-- 
satisfied with the Americans; that the Indians he 
came restless, and appointed Arbuthnot their 
agent, to apply for military aid to them from the 
authorities of Great Britain; that Arbuthnot did so 
apply, by writing to Colonel Nicholl, a former Bri- 
tish agent among the Savages, and to Governor 
Cameron, of the Bahama Islands, and to Charles 
Bagot, the British minister resident at Washing 
ton; that these authorities did not directly and 
officially recognise the communications of Arbuth- 
not, but held indirect correspondence with him, 
and neitherdisavowed him nor admonished him to 
desist; that Arbuthnot furnished the Indians with 
warlike stores, such as gunpowder and lead; that 
he gave them intelligence of the strength and 
movements of the American army, and by the ex- 
pression of his fears and hopes appeared to 
identify himself and his fortune with them and 
their quarrel with the United States: That Am- 
brister was less of a trader and more of a sol 
dier than Arbuthnot; that the Indians grew suspi- 
cious of the fidelity of Arbuthnot, thinking that, 
as they had received no answers, he had not writ- 
ten to the British authorities as he told them he 
had; that they thereupon engaged more particu- 
larly with Ambrister, who appears to have been 
2 rival to Arbuthnot for the favor of the Savages; 
that Ambrister wrote to Governor Cameron and 
Colonel Nicholl for succor to the Indians; that he 
directed the military movements of some of the 
Savages, and held immediate command over a 
number of fugitive Negroes who had associated 
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with them, and did all in his power to oppose the 
progress of the troops of the United States dur- 
ing the Seminole war. In brief, both Arbuthnot 
and Ambrister were adventurers, taken flagranti 
delicto, acting without any regular commission 
from any power whatever, and exciting the In. 
dians to hostilities with a view of gaining by the 
spoil. 

Such are the facts. It is believed, in truth, 
that the guilt of these two men is not doubted by 


any person who has perused the documentary - 


evidence relative to them. The culy doubt is, 
Was it legal to cause them to be tried and exe. 
cuted? 

This brings us to the consideration of the se- 
cond part of the case—that is, as to the /aw. 

By the first article of the treaty of peace bee 
tween the United States and Great Britain, con- 
cluded at Ghent on the 24th of December, 1814, 
it is stipulated that “ There shall be a firm and 
* universal peace between his Britannic Majesty 
and the United States, and between their res. 
“ pective countries, territories, cities, towns, and 
* people, of every degree, without exception of 
“* places or persons ”* 

Arbuthnot and Ambrister, therefore, being 
British subjects, had openly violated this provi- 
sion of the treaty of peace; and their conduct, al- 
though known to their sovereign, was by him 


neither recognised, repressed, nor punished, © 


They, of course, when caught, became liable to 
the correcting justice of the United States. 

By the Law of Nations, “ He who is injured by 
* foreign subjects does himself justice by his own 
* power, when he meets with the offenders in his 
“ own territories, or in a free place: for instance, 
“on the open sea; or if he pleases, he requires 
“ justice from their sovereign. If the offenders 
“are rebellious subjects there is no room for ap- 
* plication to their sovereign; but on seizing them 
“ even in a free place, every one doves himself 
“ justice. In this manner pirates are treated, And, 
* to avoid all misunderstanding, it is agreed that 
‘every private person committimg hostilities without 
a commission from their sovereign should meet with 
“ the same treatment.”} 


The United States were injured ‘by Arbuthnot 


and Ambrister; and the United States did them- 
selves justice by their own power, having met 
with the offenders in Florida; which, by circum- 
stances, had become for them “a free place.” 
* Without a commission from their sovereign,” 
they were treated as the established Law of Na- 
tions says “it is agreed” they should be treated: 
that is, as “ pirates.” 

It being then lawful to put them to death, 


* See page 694, vol. 1, Laws U. S. 
+ Vattel, § 52, b. 4, ch.’ 
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what should have been the mode of their trial 
and execution? 

In the first place, it may be remarked that 
there is no court known to the laws of the Unit- 
ed States competent to try them, except'a Court 
Martial. Neither the Supreme, the Circuit. or 
the District, Court, has any jurisdiction of the 
affair. Offences committed at sea, or within the 
limits of the United States and their Territories, 
or on Lands guarantied to the Indians by treaty, 
are cognizable by them; but offences which have 
their origin within a foreign jurisdiction (as Flo- 
rida is) cannot be judicially noticed by those 
courts. 

A Court Martial, then, is the only tribunal be- 
fore which Arbuthnot and Ambrister could be 
brought fur trial. This reduces the whole ques- 
tion to a simple inquiry as to the proper place 
of their trial; for, had General Jackson reserved 
the culprits for the exercise of Presidential pow- 
er, they must still have been tried by a Court 
Martial. 

If, therefore, it can be shown, that General 
Jackson, as Commander in Chief of the Southern 
1 ‘vision of the Army, had sufficient authority to 
«case them to be tried and executed, it must ne- 
cessarily follow that it is matter of indifference 
where they were tried;* since, whether tried in 
Florida or within the United States, in virtue of 
orders from the President or of orders from Ge- 
neral Jackson, the power under which they suf. 
fered would have been, with respect to them, 
precisely the same, and fully sanctioned by law; 
in other words, a power competent to their trial 
and execution. 

Now, let -us refer to the Rules and Articles of 
War. 

We there find that General Officers may ap- 
point General Courts Martial; and that no sen- 
tence of a General Court Martial, in time of peace, 
extending to loss of life, can be carried into exe- 
cution until the proceedings have been laid be 
fore the President; but that all other sentences may 
be confirmed and executed by the officer order- 
ing the court.t Arbuthnot and Ambrister were 


tried in time of war, and their conviction was con 
sequently among those “ other sentences,” which 
the General Officer ordering the Court may legal- 
ly confirm and execute, 

As relates to Ambrister, General Jackson did 
not entirely concur. with the Court Martial in 
the degree of punishment to be inflicted upon 
him. But this difference of opinion did not arise 
from any doubt of the facts. The Court, ai first. 


- sentenced Ambrister to death. On reconsidera- 


* It is, however, most congenial to the legal maxims of the 
United States, that all offenders should be tried where the of- 
fenees are committed. 

T Page 22, vol. 4, Laws U.S. 








SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1818. - 40,5 


tion, they changed their sentence to whipping, 
and coufinement, with a ball and cjqin, to hard 
labor. No new testimony had been in-pduceds 
no previous evidence bad been invalidatea: The 


proceedings, including the two sentences, tape 


submitted to the General. He confirmed ti, 
first and rejected the last. Will any well-inform- 
ed military man deny that he had a right to do 
so? The proceedings, and not the final sentence 
only, of Courts Martial. are submitted to the com- 
manding officer: He reviews the whole; confirms 
or rejects the whole, as he chooses; or he rejects 
part, and approves part. He cannot, it is true, sepa- 
rate the facts established in the proceedings; they 
must, of course, be taken altogether: nor did Gen. 
Jackson attempt any such thing. The court 
found the facts: he took them as they, upon their 
oaths and their honor, found them. ‘The Law of - 
Nations points out but one punishment for such 
criminals: It is death. The first sentence of the 
Court was death; and General Jackson confirmed 
it. 

In confirming the sentences, and ordering Af- 
buthnot and Ambrister for execution, General 
Jackson asserts, as “an established principle of 
“ the Law of Nations, that any individual of a na- 
* tion making war against the citizens 6f any o- 
“ ther nation, they being at peace, forfeits his al- 
* legiance, and becomes an outlaw and pirate.” 
The soundness of this doctrine has been denied: 
yet it is most explicitly supported by Vattel} (in 
the passage which we have alveady quoted,) who 
says, * it is agreed that every. private person com- 
* mitting hostilities without a commission from 
* their sovereign should be treated in the same 
** manner as pirates.” _§ 52, b. 4, ch. 4.] The 
only exception which Vattel allows to this doc- 
trine, is that of. volunteers, who, with the noble 
view of acquiring instruction in the art of war, 
and thereby becoming more capable of serving 
their country, enter into foreign armies. But 
even in this case he intimates that the custom is 
only justified by the sublimity of the motive.— 
[§ 280, b. 3, ch. 15.] No one, we presume, will 
pretend that either Arbuthnot or Ambrister were 
actuated by a motive of this kind. 

That General Jackson is of a warm and decided 
temper, will not be denied. But it does not ap- 
pear to have rendered him indiscreet, It is as- 
tonishing, considering the embarrassments whieh 
he had to encounter, how closely; how scrupulous> 
ly, he has adhered to the provisions of the Laws 
of the United States and to the dictates: of the 
Law of Nations. Let it be remembered, also, 
that the warmth and decision of his temper have 
becn manifested as much on the side of humanity 
as on that of severe justice; as much against Cap- 
tain Obed Wright, who murdered the friendly In» 
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dians of the Chehaw village, as against Arbuthno! 
Sand Ambrist¢r, who excited the malcontent 5: 
vages to “assacre and plinder. indeed, a dete~ 
tation ef injustice and cruelty seems to be the b« 
sis * General Jackson’s character. He pursue. 
sou'tbnot and Ambrister to death, because the. 
vad been the authors of ‘the murders and robbe 
ries committed by the Indians on the frontier set- 
tlers of ‘Georgia, and he was just as willing te 
bring Captain Wright to condign punishment for 
alike outrage upon the Chehaw inhabitants. In 
*fine. the conduct of General Jackson, with regurd 
to the execution of these two subjects of Great 
Britain, seeing that it was lawful, and taken in 
“connexion with enlarged and benevolent views of 
policy, will prove more salutary, even to the In- 
dians, than if he had, through mistaken notions 
of lenity. suffered them to escape with impunity 
The Savages will lesrn, hereafter, to shun the per- 
nicious counsel cf foreign and profligate adven. 
-turers, who may endeavor to seduce them into 
war with the United States solely for the purpose 
of profiting by plunder and otherwise promoting 
their individual fortunes; and adventurers them- 
selves will be more cautious how they throw them- 
selves in the way of so much peril. 


From the Boston Dailu Advertiser of 14th Decem- || 


ber, 1818. 
UN: TED STATES’ BANK. 

We are desirous of calling the attention of our 
readers to a few facts relative to this important in- 
stitrition. It is now acknowledged on all hands 
to have completely disappointed the public ex- 
pectation, and to be in a very unpromising condi- 
tion, both as respects the proprietors and the com- 
munity. ‘Phe principal ostensible objects for 
which it was instituted, have not been attained by 


it.—it has been the cause of immense private | 


losses, and threatens to be the cause of more—and 
‘instead of relieving, it is likely to increase the 
public embarrassments. 

We shall in the sequel show that the defects of 
the scheme of the bank were seen by men who 
ought to have been listened to in Congress and 
out, and that although thev were strongty in favor 
of a bank organized on principles sanctioned by 
experience, thev opposed with all their influence: 
the present institution, in the hope of obtaining 
certain modifications of it. In support of their ob 
jeclions, they foreteld a part of the evils which 
have been actually experienced 

The federalists in congress were generally op 
posed to the scheme of the bank as it was origi 
nally proposed, but afier severai important amend 
ments, . few of them acceded to it because ther 
considered it as near to what they wished as coulc: 
be obtained. he greater number however still 
considered the scheme as essentisily imperfec'. 
on 1 ertnestly opposed its adoption. — We will bere 

- wention but three amendments which were pro 
posed and rejected, and which we think it hu 
been fully proved by experience, wourl have 
Seen usefal, vz a motion made by Mr. Pitkin & 
teduce the proposed capita! steck trous thirty-:ive 
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» twenty millions; another to exclude the go. 
ernment from any share inthe Management; and 
° r Ps ’ 

third by Mr. Webster, to divide the capital 

ock into shares of 400 dollars each. instead of 

7 datas The two frst of thes medications, 

shing the power of the bank to con- 

roland derange the circulating medium of the 

country, would have pliced the principal stoek of 

the bank in the hands of real capitalists, instead 
of speculators. 

The effect of the last mentioned amendment 
would have been to leave nearly the same num. 
ber of votes to the subscribers for large amounts 
of stock in their.own names as they now have 
while it reduced to a quarter part the number of 
votes which could be obtained by those who would 
descend to the artifice of making their subscrip- 
tions in small sums, in other persons’ names, for 
the purpose of increasing their influence in the 
choice of officers. For it will be remembered that 
a singie share gives the possessor the right to give 
one vote either in person or by proxy, while 3000 
shares, or a greater number, gives a right to but 
thirty votes The owner of three thousand dol- 
tars of stock subscribed in the names of thirty dif. 
ferent persons, gives as many votes as the owner 
of three hundred thousand dollars, subscribed in 
hisown name ‘The value oi the proposed amend- 
ment will be seen at once, on adverting to the 
fact, that in the city of Baltimore, the subscrip. 
tons to the stock, which amounted to 4,014,100 
dollars, were made in the name of 15,610 persons, 
which is but 57 short of half the whole number of 
subscribers throughout the whole United states; 
and that in the state of Massachusetts, where the 
amount subscribed was 2,605,900 dollars, the num- 
ber of persons subscribing was but 364. 

Whether any iajurtous consequences have re- 
sulted from the excessive amount of capital, from 
the descriptions of persons into whose hands it has 
fallen, or from the intrigues used in the choice of 
directurs, miy appear from a fe v facts. 

1. This immense capital stock has suffered an 
unprecedented fluctuation in the market, suffi- 
cient to ruin hundreds of fortunes. This fact wall 
appear from the following statement, taken, from 
Grotjan’s Price Current, printed at Philadelphia, 
The nominal price of the stock to the original 
subscribers was 100, three quarters of which was 
pa. able in six per cent. stocks, at their par value, 
which night be procured much under par. This 
was in July 1816 Jan 3, 1817, they were quoted 
at 44 for SU paid—July 5, at Luv for 65, paid. 
July 19, at 133, for 100. Aug. 30, at 156}—Oct. 
4, at 150—Dee 13, at 153—Jan. 16, at 150, div. 
oif—Feb. 13, at 1425—Mareh 14, i44—April 29, 
140—Aug 15, 126$5—Oct. 24, 111—Nov.7, 0— 
Nov 14, 1154 --Nov. 28, 1lU—The present or fur 


} ture value we shall not pretend to state. We 


vave shown ab ve, a variation of 464 per cent. in 
ine space of one year, 

2 Lhe immense funds of the bank have not 
been loaned judiciously, either in respect to the 
interest of permanent stockholders, or the good 
yf the community. ‘he interest of the stockhok 
ders required that loans should be mace most 
tycely, where the safest and best customers offer, 
si. The mterest of the public required that the 
yrincipal loans should be made to supply the im 
ned.ate wants of the country, and in some propor: 

on in the different parts of the union, to the pro- 

eviy which each section owns in the bank. How 
iar tess principles have been regarded will ap 








na waa Aa 





if. 


et ee, Me ee ed 


-_J 


_ @ 











VoL. 1f.—1818.] 


r in part from the following statement, in 


which the an A ( 
branches, as shown in the report lately made :o 
congress, is compared with the amount of original 


subscriptions at the sarne places: 


Subscriptions. Loans. 
In Massachusetts, 2.605 900 410 257 
« Baltimore, 4,014,100 8,482,379 
“ Virginia, 1,698,709 3,894,843 
in the Western Country. ‘adele 

ittsburgh 008,25 
Nar Green, 315,000 200,054 
Cincinnati, 470,000 1,863 529 
Chillicothe, 631,2i1 
Louisville, 1,034,513 
Lexington, 953,700 1,656,247 

Nashville, 53,600 





1,790,300 8,193,345 

We might present further comparisons which 
would place in a striking light the erroneous mis- 
appropriation of these funds; but the reader can 
make them for himself ‘The document which we 
have published to day, with the addition of the 
amounts originally subscribed at the place of each 
branch, speaks for itself [t shows that at the 
branch in Boston, where it is known there is the 
most solid credit of any place in the union, the 
amount of loans is less than a sixth part of the 
capital subscribed in the state; in Baltimore the 
loans are more than double the stock subscribed; 
in Virginia, more than double; and in the wes- 
tern country nearly five times. We cannot dwell 
on this part of the subject, but we would ask 
those who are at leisure to make the inquiry, 
whether in settling the concerns of the old Unit- 
ed States’ bank, it did not appear that the losses | 
on loans at the Boston branch had been almost} 
nothing, and iat at the branch in New Orleans) 
an enormous proportion of bad debts had been, 
made; and further, whether it was the experience! 
of the old bank, which has induced the present) 
bank to trust to the people of New Orleuns loans | 
exceeding six times their part of the stock, while | 
they deny to the people of Boston a sixth part. 

3. A large amount has been uselessly expend- 
ed in the purchase of specie abroad. We will 
endeavor to show hereafter, that the whole aruount 
of expenses incurred in importing specie for the 
bank, has been a total loss, and as far as respects 
the interest of the bank, might as well have been 
thrown into the sea. 

4. Yo enable the bank to make loans to the 
amount of nearly forty millions, a large propor- 
tion of the,stock or part of the capital must have 
been sold. More than 26 milhons of these loans 
have been made at the southward and westward 
of Philadelphia, in parts of the country where 
there is great distress for want of money. It is 
said that large sums have been made on the secu- 
rity of the stocks of the bank alone, estimating it 
at 125 doilars per share. It is known that the! 
stock is not worth so much as this at present, and | 
that some large stockholders have already become | 
bankrupt. It is known that much of the money | 
borrowed from the bank has been employed in, 
purchasing more stock, and much in the western | 
country in extravagant land speculations. We} 
would ask whether ioans of this description, | 
which from the nature of the security must de | 
permanent, or unsafe, are a better investnent of | 
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5.1m those places where the greatest amount 


nount of loans at several of the || of money has been loaned by the buks, there is 


now the greatest scarcity of money. 

6. Beside: the debts to the bank finy, indivi. 
duals west of the Allegany, there an fg 
amounts due from some of the state banks. ‘phe 
branch im Cincinnati, for example, has a lige 
claim against the state banks in that town, suid, 
amount to nearly a million of dollars The branch. 
has by order of the mother bank, made a demand 
in form, of payment of twenty per cent. per 
month of this debt, and the banks have eplied 
that they are totally unable to muke payment. 
These banks, and many others in the western 
country, have suspended specie payments altoge- 
ther 

There are a number of further facts relating 
to this institution, to which we wish to call the 
attention of our readers; but close at present with 
the foilowing queries, viz = Are the discvtun's at 
the Boston branch at the present moment (we 
d6 not refer to the date of the report) sufficent 
to produce a profit equal to the expenses of the 
branch? Will the bank be able to make any di- 
vidend at the next quarter day, after allowin, for 
known bad debts, without encroaching upon its 
capital? 





A statement of Loans made, in different, places by 
the Bank of the Umted States, since its estar 
blishment, occording to an official account ren- 
dered by the President and Directors to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


At Philadelphia, $8,834,089 62 


Portsmouth, 232,962 48 
Boston, 410,257 

Providence, 471,653 46 
Middletown, . 384,118 34 
New York, 1,91.,884 35 
Baltimore, 8.482.379 77 
Washington, 1,535,963 75 
Kichmond, 2,608,179 93 
Nortolk, 1,200.675 23 
Fayetteville, , 623,374 70 
Charleston, 2,651,709 33 
Savannah, 1,083,247 U4 
Lexington, 1,600,247 41 


Louisville, 1,054. 515 18 


Chilicothe, 631.211 99 
Cincinnati, 1,865,529 63 
New Orleans, 2,0Uu,V5% 37 


Pittsburgh, 1,UU0,254 50 
The total amount of notes issued by the Bank 
and its branches, has been $19,854.881, and tne 
amount of said notes now on band at suc Bank 
and its branches, is $11,184,189. Sa thai there 
remain i circulation notes to the amount of 
$8,670,092 doliars only. 
MISCELLANY. | 
LETTER OF MK J¥FERRSON, 1 
We copy the tollowing letter from the Patriot 
not merely because we ibink it puts to rest the 
question, whether the American revoluuan origenated 
in tlassachusetts ar Virginia! but as a state paper 
replete with sound piuilosophy and good sense, 
and evidencing a spirit of liberality werthy the 
passing era: Boston Cencinel, « 
© Monticella, March 3, 1318, 
* Dear Sra,—f have just received your favor 
of February 20, in wich you observe tial Mp. 
Wirt, in page 47, of als Life of Patrick ticnry, 





the funds of the bank, tran to have let them ree | 
MA My SiX per cent. stock s?: 


quotes me as saying that “ Mr. Henry ceriainly 
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gave the first impulse to the ball of revolution.” 
I well recollect to have used some such expres- 
gion in a lexer to him; and am tolerably certain 
that, our oN state being the subject under con 
templatiet, TL mast have used it with respect to 
thet onk- ‘Vhether he has given it a more gene- 
ral avect, TL eannot say, as the passage is not in 
theoage you quote, nor, after thumbing over 
ich of the book, have I been able to find it. In 
page 417 there is something like it, but not the 
exact expression; and even there it may be doubt 
ed whether Mr. Wirt had his eyes on Virginia 
alone, or on all the colonies. But the ow 
Who commenced the revolution? is as difficult as 
that of the first inventors of a thousand good 
things. For example, wh: first discovered the 
principle of gravity? Not Newton; for Galileo. 
who died the year that Newton was born, had 
measured its force in the descent of gravid bo. 
dies. Who invented the Lavoiserian chemistry? 
The English say Dr. Black, by the preparatory 
discoverv of latent heat. Who invented the 
steam boat? Was it Gerbert, the marquis of 
Worcester, Newcomb, Savary, Papin, Fitch, Fui 
ton? ‘The fact is, that one new idea leads to ano 
ther. that to a third, and so on through a course 
of time, until some one, with wiiom no one ot 
these ideas was oyiginal, combines all together, 
and produces what is justly called a new inven 
tien. I suppose it would be as difficult to Wace 
our revolution to its first embryo. We do not 
know how long it was hatching in the British ca- 
binet before they ventured to make the first of 
the experiments which were to develope it in the 
end, and to produce complete parliamentary su. 
premacy Those you mention in Massachusetts, 
as preceding the stamp act, might be the first 
visible symtoms of that design The proposition 
of that act in 1764 was the first here. Your op- 
position, therefore, preceded ours, as occasion 
was sooner given there than here. And the truth, 
I suppose is, that the opposition in every colony 
began whenever the encroachment was presented 
toit. This question of priority is as the inquiry 
would be, who first, of the 3U0 Spartans, oftered 
his name to Leonidas? I shall be happy to see 
justice done to the merits of all, by the unexcep- 
tionable umpirage of dates and facts; and especi 
ally from the pen which is proposed to be.em 
ployed init. , 

“TI rejoice indeed to learn from you that Mr 
Adams retains the strength of his memory, his 
faculties, his cheerfuleess, and even his epistolary 
industry. This last is gone from me. The aver- 
sion has been growing on me fora considerable 
time; and now near the close of 75, is become al- 
most insuperable. {am much debilitated in bo- 
dy, and my memery sensibly on the wane; still 
however [ enjoy good health and spirits, and am 
as industrious a reader as when a student xt col- 
lege—not of newspapers; these I have discarded 
—l relinguish, as | ought to do, all intermeddling 
with public affairs, committing myself cheerfully 
to the watch and care of those, for whom, in my 
turn, I have watched and cared P 

* When I contemplate the immense advances 
in science, and discoveries in the arts which have 
been made within the period of my life, 1 look 
forward with confidence to equal advances by the 
present generation; and have no doubt they will 
consequently be as much wiser than we have 
been, as we than our fithers were, aud they than 
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contest, which you so pleasantly described to 

in a former letter, will probab ne 
ment, by clearing the mind of 
ind unintelligible jargon. 

“ Although age is taking from me the power of 
communicating by letter with my friends, as in. 
dustriously as heretofure, I shall still claim with 
them the same pluce they will ever hold in my 
affection; and on this ground, | with sincerity and 
pleasure, assure you of my great esteem and re. 
spect. 


lv end in improves 
Platonic mysticism, 


“TH: JEFFERSON, 
* Doctor Bensamiw Warenaouse, 
Cambridge, Muss.” 





From the Utica CM. Yr.) Journal. 
METFHODIS?T SOCIETIES. 

By the minutes taken at the annual conferences 
for the year 1818, it appears, that the number of 
members ef the Methodist Church, belonging te 
the several confereaces in the United States, aré 
a> follow: 





Whites. Colored; 
Ohio conference 25162 602 
Missouri do. 4025 136 
Tennessee do, 18082 1799 
Mississippi do. 1623 430 
$. Carolina do. 20965 11714 
Virginia do. 18157 5547 
Baltimore do. 23244 8867 
Philadelphia do. 23922 8309 
New York = do. 20301 1527 
New England do. 14035 154 
Gennessee do, 20981 65 
190477 39150 

Total number of whites and colored members thig 
year, 229627 
otal number last year, 224353 
Increase this year, 4774 


The total number of this persuasion in the known 
world may be thus enumerated, from the latest 
authentic documents: 


In the United States 229,627 
Great Britain 193,670 
Ireland 21,031 
France, Brussels and Gibraltar 175 
Southern and western Africa 157 
Ceylon and Continental India ot 


New South Wales 30 





West Indies 20,283 
British America, including Newfound- 
land 3 
* 467,380 


eluded in this enumeration. - 


in Ireland, 104; on foreign missions, 101; in the 
United States, and in Canada, 743; making in the 
whole, 1,592. In sddition to those who receive 
their stations annually from the conference, there 
are not less than 5000 local preachers, who gene« 
rally devote the Sabpath to the service of: the 
sanctuary without any pecuniary reward, 
Sa 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
SOUTH AMERICA. 
Extract of a letter dated Buenos Ayres, 26th Auguat, 
comnunicated for the Maryland Censor 
“The i3th day of this month were put in close 





the burners of witches; even the metaphysical 





confinement, Mr. Manuel de Sarratea, Juan Per 


The number of travelling preachers is not ins 
In Great Britain - 
there are 671 travelling and stationed preachers; - 
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ruel Yrigoven, aud a brother of 
sr gon a It is said that Olabar 
timate friend of the Director Pueyrry 
ed tie plan formed by these persons 
g the Director after taking him b 
hile at his. country seat, and sending 


sdiITes 
en not many others. 
rietta, an in 
don, disclos 
of embarkin, 
spe ve of the islands of Parana. All taese 
him to some of the islands of Maran: - Praga 

rsons, although the most respectadJe in thi 

country, are kept in irons; but the general ante . 
js that all this proceeding is_ voly a genes 0 
ruining them. Cossio, Is the judge appointec by 
government for the trial; yet after six days ot the 
most rigorous confinement, not one witness las 
been examined. ‘The war of the Portuguese with 
the Orientals, under the command of general Ar- 
tigas, goes on with much rancour on both sides, 
and heroic bravery on the part of the Patriots; 
the Portuguese are certainly superior by water, 
put'not by land, fur ticir military partics, if any 
gumber not exceeding two hundred men, never 
return when they dare move from Montevideo 
and Colonia—These foreign troops pillage with- 
out distinction, the property of the natives of Bue- 
nos Ayres, and that of the inhabitants of the Ovi- 
ental Banda—The province of Corientas returne 
ed under general Artigas’s authority, as soon as 
the fears of the expedition from Buenos Ayres 
were over. ‘Tne praviuce of Santa Fe remsins 
independent of Bucnos Ayres; its Governor, Vera, 
has been dismissed by the pevple, on Suspicion 
of connexion with the Director Pueyrredon. Chir 
le is perfectly quiet, but the inhabitants are dis- 
gatished with the execution of the Carreras, and 
that of the lawyer Rodriguez, wio was shot in the 
act of being escorted to exile.* Juse Miguel Car. 
rera has issued a manifesto from Montevideo, 
wherein he highly complains of the execution of 
his brothers, and attributes this outrage to San 
Martin, Pueyrredon and O’Higgins. The patriot 
army seems to be increasing for the expedition 
against Lima. _A loan of five hundred thousand 
dollars is asked here for this purpose. The speedy 
departure of this vessel prevents me from sending 
to youla manifesto from this government, to justify 
the arrest of the persons mentioned, and whose 
fate has been instigated by the unanimous cla 
mors of the people. It is a token of their speedy 
Jiberation.” 


The Supreme Director of the United Provinces 
of the Rio de la Plata, to his compatriots. 
Citizens, 

An unhappy man, actuated by misery and 
desperation, as he himself has confessed it, form- 
ed the project of making a criminal attempt upon 
my person, a8 a means of overturning the present 
administration, and of improving his fortune-—He 
endeavored to find accomplices to effect his pur. 

se, and was himself caught in the net which lie 
ad laid for others.—Surprised on the evening be- 
fore the execution of his misguided machinat‘on, 
he accused as its authors, three persons of great 
distinction in the country, having. unhappily, the 
eunning to give the appearance of truth to his de- 
nunciation. lL ordered his arrest with the accused, 
because the public order and tranquillity imposed 
this melancholy duty upon me.  { appointed a 


meeting of the Honorable Court, that it might 
form, according to the regulation of our laws, the 

rocess of accusation; and as there did not result 
tom it, according to my judgment, the danger that 


* The fate of the patriot Rodriguez is the most eruel and 
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melancholy to be fonnd in the history of revolutiens~we shall 
relate the particulars hereafrer. 
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' belicyed had threatened the public order, I have 
setat liberty the three a¢cused principals; to whom, 
in the mean time, the respective magistrates form. 
ed a determinauion according to the lew of the 
land, and declared, that those precautionary pro- 
ceedings ougit not to injure their honor am] good 
iame, which had been indispensably adopted res- 
pecting their persons. Immediately that the de. 
cision of the Judges sanctioned the belief of inne. 
veace that they deserved of me, I promised to 
‘nake them a satisfaction as sviemn as had been 
the report of their apprehension.—Citizens, live 
in tranquillity—order can be but momentarily dis. 
turbed by conspirators. He who is not guilty, 
ought not to fear being confounded. with the cul- 
pable' ‘The good man shall always see his inno: 
nence shine forth, although all the wicked con- 
spire against him. 

Compatriots: this security is the fruit of your 
virtues—I congratulate you on it, and felicitate 
the name of the country for such glory. 

JUAN MARTIN DE PUEYRREDON. 

Buenos dyres, 23th August, 1818. 





HOME AFFAIRS, 
MARYLAND. 
Executive Communication. 
To the Honorable the President uf the Senate, and 
the Speaker of the House of Delezates. 

Gestiemex—The peaceful and prosperous con- 
dition of the State during the last year, leave to 
the Executive only the duty of communicating 
the arrangements which have been made, under 
the resolutions passed at the last session of the 
Honorable the General Assembly. 

Under the appropriation for the purpose of re- 
pairing the public buildings, and enclosing and 
improving the public circle, the buildings have 
been improved and repaired. Some alterations 
have been made in the fitting up, and furniture of 
the apartments of the House of Delegates and the 
Senate, and several new arrangements made to 
render them more comfortable and convenient. 
The public civele has been enclosed with a wait 
of masonry, which is an effectual and lasting en- 
closuve, while it-serves the very importaut pur- 
pose of preveniing the abrasion and washing 
away of the hiil on which the State House is 
placed. On these objects the appropriation has 
been exhausted; the specifications and vouchers 
for which have been regularly preserved. , 

Agreeably to the wish of the Honorable the 
Generali Assembly, a letrer was addressed to the 
Governors of Pennsylvania and Delaware, respec- 
ting the grievances under which the citizens of 
Maryland labor, from the protection and encou- 
ragement given to runaway slaves. No answer 
has been received, in cansequence, it is presumed, 
of the legislatures of those states not having been 
in session since the correspondence was com- 
menced. A letter, however, has been received 
from his excellency the governor of Delaware, en- 
closing a resolve of the General Assembly of that 
state, In answer to certain resolutions passed by 
the General Assembly of Maryiand, at December 
session, 1816, and relating to the same subject. 
‘he letter and resolve are laid before you. 

A communicaiion is transmitted from the Rey. 
Neale H. Shaw, containing an estimate of the ex- 
pense of putting in execution his plan for ascer- 





taining the variation of the magnetic needle. 
‘The bond given by Francis Dawer and William 
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©. Gouldsmith, for a certain lot in Baltimore, has ; 


' 


been released, the Attorney General being of opi- 
sien, that the state has no claim to the property. 

Aninquiry has been made into the situation of 
Me several Turnpike Roads leading westwardiy 
throug’ the state, and much information coHected 
from the presidents of the several companies. 
"The repofts have, bowever, been delayed, in or- 
ser that the tatest information might be had, and | 
the actual situation of these works, up to the pre- 


sent time, be laid before you. With respect to } 


the bank road in particular, the delay will enable 

us to communicate the satisfactory information, | 
that the whele ef that road to Cumberland, has, 
been let out i small contracts of one, two, or 
three miles, to setuak workmen or contraetors, | 
who are all bound to camplete their contracts by | 
the month of December, 1820. In two years, 
therefore, the work will be completed, and the 
state of Maryland partially put im possession of 
these means nature has bestowed of increasing 
her trade and intercourse, and thereby fostering 
ter resources, her strength, and her weatth. , In 
the investigation of the subject, some considera- 
tons which are deemed highly important, have 
presented theniselves; and in the execution of 
that part of the resolution, calling for any sugges 

tions that might be likely to promote these de- 
Srable improvements, the execytive have thought 
i consistent with: its spirit, to offer a view of the 
sabject, with its bearings on the improvement and 
welfare of the state. ‘These remarks will accom- 
pany the final eemmunications ef tie presidents of 
abe rod companies. 

Uneler the act imposing a tax on all banks in 
tie state of Maryiand not chartered by the legis- 
kature, an application has been snade to the trea 
surer, and complied with, for stamp paper for an 
wfixce of Py aud Receipt established at Frederick 
by the Westminster bank. ‘Vhe penalties of the 
tuw appl mg equally to the braneh of the bank of 
the United States, established in Baltimore, a de- 
mand was early nivde on that bank. ft was found 
Lowever that cousidersble difficulty would be ex: | 
pesenced in proving the particular offences, soas | 
to recover the penaliy attached; especially as: 
from the nature of that insiitution the notes of a; 
branch in any other State, coukl be and were is-| 
sicd in parnrent. The bank, however, having 
early detectined lo stand a suit, negotiations were 
entered into, and as it professed a sincere desire 
to bring the question of constitutional sight before | 
the lecal otbunals of the country (to which their 
rib to resort was unquestionable.) and to waive | 
wt once all iegal delays. and carry it to the highest | 
appetlee juvisdietion, the Supreme Court of the 
United States, an amicable arrangement was en- 
tered nulo. =A suit being brought im Baltimore 
county court, judgement was entered for the state; 
and an appeal taken to the court o: appeals for 
the western shore, which met in June last, upon 
x vase stated, su us to rest the question upon the 
consituiionsdity of the act. A decision in favor 
of the state was there had by consent, and the ap 
peal carried up to the supreme court of the United 
States. In the mean time the president of the 
bank has lodged in the councit chamber a memo. 
rrndum, by which, in the event of the suit’s being 
determined in favor of the state, the penalty ts 
not 19 be exacted, but the bank is: bound to pas 
nyo the state treasury the sum of afieen thousand 
deliars, specihed ft the act, for the year com- 
meneing On the first day of May last, the day-on! 
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which the act went into operation; and the sa 

sum annually, as long as the aet continues pe 
bank chooses that alternative. Inthe event of the 
sui‘’s being determined against the state . 
are to be exacted, and no further steps ta 


- Costs 
F ; en, un 
der the ssid act, against the bank. eo. 


The assumption by the United States, of the 
payment of the money advanced by the state of 
Maryland for the payment of troops and other ex 
penses brouglst on the state by the late war, Was 
communicated to the legislature previous to their 
adjournment last winter. The agent of the state 
then at the city of Washington, was informed that 
it was impracticable to enter on an examination of 
the vouchers, and proceed to the settlement of 
the claim, during fhe continuance of the Session 
of congress He therefore urged the appointment 
of a time when this cause of clelay should not ex. 
ist. Finding, in July, the officets of the War De. 
partment still so much engaged, that it Was, ag 
they alleyed, wholly impracticable to take up the 
Maryland claims, the agent repeated a proposal 
which he hadmade very early to the Secretary of 
the War Department, to make an advance to the 
state on account of the claim which had been as. 
sumed. ‘Fo this the secretary assented in August; 
but on examination of the appropriation to pay the 
state such balances as might be due to them, he li. 
mited the amount to 40,000 dollars. This sum has 
accordingly been received and deposited in the 
state treasury. 

We should have had great satisfaction in stating 
the final settlement of this account; but the en. 
xagements in the war office are stated still to con- 
tinue, anc the claims of other states which are first 
in the order of assumption, not yet finally adjusted, 
The justice, however, of the general government, 
will no doubt make provision for the speedy set. 
ilement of the debt; and the same zeal, attention 
and ability on the part of the agent, which has 
hitherto explained and enforced the justice of the 
claims, will no doubt continue to present its merits 
in such a favorable view, that no unnecessazy or 
unavoidable delays will procrastinate its final ‘ad- 
justment. . 

‘Fhe right to subscribe for a certain number of 
shares reserved to the state in the Marine Bank 
of Baltimore, hus been purchased out by the bank 
at an advance of ten per centum. The same 
right to subscribe for a certain number of shares 
in the Union Bank of Maryland was sold by the 
treasure? to Thomas Fairfax, esq. of Virginia, who 
paul the advance into the state treasury. Upon 
application, however, of Mr. Fairfax to the banks 
to permit him to subscribe for the shares, the 
bank refused; alleging, that although the state 
had a right to subseribe for, and then dispose of 
the shares, yet it had no right to dispose of the 
mere right to subscribe. The case has been sub. 
mitted to the attorney-general, with directions to 
institute such legal process as may compel the 
yank to do speedy justice. tm the mean time co- 
pies of ihe correspondence between the treasurer 
and the officers ot the bank are transmitted, | in 
order that the case of Mr. Fairfax, who still ree 
mains deprived of the valuable consideration for 
which he has paid to the state the advance of ten 
per cent. may be fully taken into view, and such 
measures adopted tor his relief as may seem best 
to the wisdom of the Honorable the General As 
sembly. tag 

ihe finances of the state not being under the 
control of this department, a. statement of their 





“<= 


a ee, a ee SC 


~ 


bw VI 


same 
rT the 
of the 
Costs 
'y UN- 


F the 
te of 
r ex. 
Wag 
their 
state 
thag 
mn of 
At of 
SiON 
nent 
eX. 
De. 


rits 


nk 
nk 
me 
eS 
he 
ho 


Ry 
he 
ite 


° 
in 


SO PRESET 














MNotw 1.—1818.] 


ation will be laid before you by the treasurer. 
Of the sum which he was authorized to borrow 
“under the advice of the executive, only twenty 
thousand dollars have been wanted. ; 

Sundry communications are transmitted from 


situ 


the governors of different sister states, proposing 
alterations, and ia answer to proposed alterations 
“of the constitution of the United States; also three 
copies each of the laws, of New Hampshire and 
New York,—Three sets of y ; 
“state papers have been also received from the de- 
partment of state under a resolution of Congress, 
‘one for the use of the execuuve, and one for each 
~ vof the legislature. 
mnie the last a of the Honorable the Ge- 
“pera! Assembly, the office of register of wills for 
“Harford county became vacant by the death of 
"Mr. Richardson. The executive appointed Tho 
_mas S. Bond, esq. to fill the vacancy. he office 
‘of register of wills for Allegany county also be- 
‘came. vacant by the resignation of George Bruce, 
esq. in whose place the executive appointed 
Charles Hick. 

The cligibility of the governor under the con 
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stitution having expired, it would be ungracious 
n t to express the deep satisfaction felt in retiring 
at atime when the prosperity of the state appears 
fixed; when her finances have been relieved from 
the pressure brought on by war and invasion; when 
the injuries inflicted on. her. defenceless. shores 
have been repaired; when the demand for. the 
productions of her soil is giving vigor to her agri- 
cultare; when a turn for impr vement, evidently 
spreading ‘ia the state, bids fair to increase the 
comforts and happiness of her citizens: when ani- 
mosi'ies are healing, excitement of feeling. wear- 
ing away, and honest difference of opinion fairly 
aimitted; and when, above all, the spirit of reli- 
gion and piety, manifesily exciting’and increasing 
its influence in all classes, is preparing to esta- 
blish the general welfare on that. foundation of 
righteousness which alone “ exalteth a peaple.” 
We have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient 
Humble servants, 
C. RIDGELY, 
(of Hampton.) 


By the President of the United States. 


A PROCLAMATION. 

Wnerzas a Convention between the United States of America and his Catholic Majesty, made 
and concluded at Madrid, on the eleventh day of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and two, by Charles Pinckney, at that time Mmi-ter Plenipotentiary of the United States in Spain, 
and Don Pedro Cevallos, Counsellor of State, Gentleman of the Bed Chamber, First Sceretary of 
State, and Superintendent of Posts and Post Offices, fully authorized and empowered by their re- 
spective governments; was duly ratified by the then President of the United States, by and.with the 
advice and consent of the Senate thereof, on the ninth day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and four; and was ratified by the King of Spain, on the ninth day of July, last past: And 
whereas the ratifications of the two governments were exchanged, in this city, on the twenty-first 
day of December, by John Quincy Adains, Secretary of State of the United States, on the part of the 
United States, and Don Luis de Onis, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from Spain 

> 


on the part of Spain; which Convention is, word for word, as follows: 


Coxveycion entre su Magestad Catolica y los 
Estados Unidos. de America, sobre indemnizacion 
de perdidas, danos y perjucios irrogados durante 
Ja ultima guerra en consequencia de los excesos 
cometidos por individuos de ambas naciones, con- 
tua el dereche de gentes otradado existente. 


Descando su Magestad Catolica y el gobierno 
de los Estados Unidos de America, ajustar amis- 
tosamente lus demandas que han ocasionado los 
excesos cometides durante }a ultima guerra, por 
individuos de una y otra nscion, contra el derecho 
de gentes o el tratado existente cntre los dos paises, 
ha dado su Magestad Catolica plenos poderes a este 
efectoa Don Pedro Cevallos, su Consejero de Esta- 
do, Gentilhombre de Camara con exercicio, primer 
Secretario de Fstado y del despacho universal, 
Superintendente General de Correos y Postas en 
Espana e Indias; y el gobierno de los Estados U- 
nidos de America a don Carlos Pinckney, ‘ci:da- 
dano de dichos Estados y su Ministro Plenipoten- 
ciario cerca de su M .gestad Catolica, quienes han 
convenido en lo siguiente. 


1°. Se formara una junta compuesta de cinco 
vocales de los quales, dos seran nombrados por 
su Magestad Catolica, otros des por el gobierno 
de los Estados Unidos, y el quinto de comun con- 
Sentimiento; y en el caso de no poderse conveuir 
¢n.cl sugeto para quinto vocal, nombrar: uno ca- 
da parte dexando Ia eleccion entre los dos a la 
cuerte, y se procedera en la misma forma en ade- 
lante al nombramiento ulterior de los sugetos que 


A Convention between His Catholic Majesty 
and the United States of America, for the indem- 
nification of those who have sustained losses, da- 
mages, or injuries, in consequence of the exces- 
ses of individuals of either aation, during the late 
war, contrary to the existing treaty, or the laws 
of nations. 

Ilis Catholic Majesty, and the government of 
the United States of America, wishing amicably 
to adjust the claims which have arisen from 
the excesses committed during the late war, by 
individuals of cither nation, contrary to the laws 
of nations or the treaty, existing between the two 
countries: His Catholic Majesty has given, for this 
purpose, full powers to His Exceliency Don Pedro 
Cevallos, Counsellor of State, Gentleman of the 
Red Chainher in employment, first Secretary of 
Stoie and universal despatch, and Superintendent 
General of the Posts and Post Offices in Spsin and 
the Indies; and the government of the United 
States of America to Charles Pinckney, a citizen 
of the said Siates, and their Ministei’ Plenipoicn- 
tiary near His Catholic Majesty, who haveagreed 
as follows: 

a A Bo .rd of Commissioners shall be formed, 
com; osed of five Commissioners, two of whom 
shall be .ppointed by His Catholic Majesty, two 
othe - oy the government of the United States, 
an’ the fifth by common consent; and in case 
they should not be able to agree on a person for 
the fifth Commissioner, each party shail name one, 
and leave the decision to lot. And hereafter, in 
case of the deuth, sickness, or necessury absence 
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casos de muerte, enfermedad o precisa ausencia. 


2°. Hecho asi el nombramiento pres ara cada 
uno de los vocales el juramento de examinar, di- 
scutir, y sentenciar las demandas subre que juz- 
garen con arreglo al dro de gentes y tratado ex- 
istente, y con la imparcialidad que dicta la jus- 
ajcia, 
, 3°. Residleran los vocales y celébreran las jun- 
tas en Madrid, en donde en el prefixo termino cle 
diez y ocho meses, contados desde el dia en que 
se junten, admitiran todas las demandas que a con- 
sequencia de esta Convencion hicieran taato ios 
vasallos de su Mayestal Catolica como lus ciuida- 
danos de los Estudos Unidos de America, que tu 
vieren derecho a reclamar perdidys, danos y per- 
juticios, en consequencia de los excesos conetidos 
por Espanoles y ciudadanos de dichos Estados du- 
rante la ultima guerra contra el dro de gentes y 
tratado existante 

4°. Se antoriza por dichas partes contratantes a 
los vucales para oir y examinur baxd la sancion 
del juramento qualezquieva puntos concernientes 
a las referidas demandas y a recibir come digno 
de fe todo testimonio de cuya autenticidad no 
puede ducarse con fundamento. 

5°. Bastara el actierdo de tres vocales para que 
sus sentencias tengan fuerza de irrevocables y sin 
apelacion tanto por lo que respecta a la justicia 
de las demandas, como por lo que hace a las can- 
tidades que se ajudicaren p’r indemnizacion a 
los demandantes; pues se obligan las partes con- 
tratantes a satisfacerlas en espcie, sin rebaxa, en 
las espocas y parages canabilien, y baxo las condi- 
ciones que se expresaren en las sentencias de la 
junta. 


6°. No haviendo sido posible ahora a dos 

Plenipotenciarios convenerse en el mocdo de que 

Ja referida junta arbitrasc las reclamaciones ori ~ 

ginadas en consequencia de los excisos de los cor- 

sarios, agentes, consules, o tribunales, extrange- 

ros en los respectivos territorios, que fueren im- 

putables a los dos goviernos: se han convenido ex- 

presamente en que cada .»bierno se reserve, Co- 
mo por esta Convencion se hace, pura si, sur va- 
sallos y ciudadanos respectivamente todos los de- 
rechos que ahora les asistan, y en que promue- 
van en adelante sus reclamaciones en el tiempo 
que les acomodare. 

7°. La presente Convencion no tendra ningun 
valor ni efecto hasta que se haya ratificado por 
las partes contratantes, y se cangearan las ratifica- 
ciones lo mas proto que sea posible. 

En fe de loqual, nosotros los infrascriptos Pleni- 
potenciarios, liemos firmado esta Convencion, y 
hemos ptesto nuestros sellos respectivos. - 

Hecho en Madrid a 11 de Agosto, de 1802. 

PEDRO CEVALLOS. 
CHAULES PINCKNEY. 
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reemplazaren a los que actualmente lo son en los of any of those already appointed they shall 
° J 


ceed, in the same manner, to t intm 
petsons to replace tiem. . he appointment of 
_ 2. The appointment of the Commissi 

ing thus made, each one of them dial wan 
oath to examine, discuss and decide on the ela * 
which they are to judge, according to the la ; 
nations and the existing treaty, and with ihe 
partiality justice may dictate.” a 

3. The Commissioners shall meet a: 4 
sessions in Madrid, where, within preying 
cighteen months (to be reckoned fiom the ae 
which they may assemble) they shall reeds at 
ciaims, which in consequence of this Convention 
may be made, as well by the subjects of His Ca. 
tholic Majesty as by citizens of the United Stat 
of America, who may have a right to demand po 
pensation for the losses, damages or injuries sus. 
tained by them, in consequence of the oxteesses 
canmitied by Spanish subjects ov American citi. 
zens. - 

4. The Commissioners are authorized, by the 
said contracting pa ties, to hear and examine, on 
oath, every question relative to the said demands, 
and to reccive, as worthy of credit, all testimony, 
the authenticity of which cannot reasonably be 
doubted 

5. From the decisions of the Commissioners 
there shall be no appeal, and the agreement of 
three of them shall give full force and effect to 
their decisions, as well with respect to the justice 
of the claiins, as to the amount of the indemnifi- 
cation which may be adjudged to the claimants, 
the said contracting partics obliging themselves 
to satisfy the said awards in specie, without de- 
duction, at the times and places pointed ont, and 
under the conditions which may be expressed by 
the Board of Commissioners 

_© It not having been possible for the said Ple- 
Nipotentiaries to agree upon a mode by which the 
abovementioned Board of Commissioners shouid 
arbitrate the claims originating from the excesses 
of foreign cruizers, agents, consuls or tribunals, 
in their respective territories, which might be im- 
putable to their two governments, they have ex- 
pressly agreed that each government shall reserve 
(as it does by this Convention) to itself, its sub. 
jects or citizens respectively, all the rights which 
they now have, and under which they may here- 
after bring forward their claims, at such times as 
may be most convenient to them 

7. The present Convention shail have no force 
or effect, until it be ratified by the contractin 
parties, and the ratifications shall be cal 
as soon as possible. ae 
In faith whereof, we, the underwritten Plenipo- 

tentiaries, have signed this Convention, and 

have affixed theret) our respective seals 
Done at Madrid, this 11th day of August, 1802. 
PEDRO CEVALLOS 
CHARLES PINCKNEY. 


Now, therefore, be it known, that I, Jamzs Monroe, President of the United States, have caused 
the said Convention to be mad public, to the end that the same, and every clause and article there- 
of, may be observed, and fulfilled, with good faith, by the United States, and the citizens thereof. 


In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the 


United states to be affixed. 
Done at the City of Washington, this twenty-second day of December, in the vear 
[u s.] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and of Indepen- 


dence the forty-third. 
By the President: 


JAMES MONROE. 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, Secretary of State. 
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FOREIGN COINS. 
; TO CONGRESS OF ASSAYS. 
rT coibry Department, Dec. 8, 1818. 
—In obedience to the act entitled ** An act 
rrency within the United States, 
of the gold coin of Great Britain, France, Portugal 
and Spain, and the crowns of France, and My 
franc pieces,” passeg the 29th of April, 1816, : 
pave the honor to transmit herewith a report o 
the Director of he Mint, giving tie result of sun- 
gssavs, made in pursuance of instructions from 
this departmerit. : 
i have the honor to be, 


ient servant 
your obedient Servants yu. CRAWFORD. 


Tbe honorable the Speaker . 
of the House of Representatives. 


Sir, 
regulating the cu 





very respectfully, sir, 


Munt oF Tur United States, 
5th December, 1818 

—Apreealty to the general directions con- 

odet in — letter of he 20th January last, 1 

Jiave caused assays to be made of the several spe- 

cies of foreign gold andsilver coms, made current 

in the United States, by an act of Congress passed 
the 29th April, 1816. : 

The result of the assayer’s report, is as follows: 


Gold coins of Great Britain, made car. grs. 
of 2 pieces (guineas) 22 UV 
Do. 3 do. (sovereigns) 22.0 
Do. of Portugal 5 do. barely 22 0 
Do. of France 5 do. (XX francs) 21 23-8 
Do, of Spain 5 do. 20 31-0 
oz. dwt. grs. 


Silver coins of France, made of 5 
pieces (crowns) 10 18 18 
Do. 5 pieces (V francs) lu i6 OU 

From the above it appears— . 

1. That, as the gold coins of Great Britain and 
of Portugal are of the same quality with those cf 
the United States, their intrinsic value will be at 
‘the rate of 100 cents tor 27 grains, as regulated by 
law. 
2. That the intrinsic value of the gold coins of 
France, will be at the rate of 100 cents 27 45 1.69 
grains, or one dollar in 3455 worse than their le- 
gal value. 

3. That the intrinsic value of the gold coins of 
Spain, will be at the rate of 100 cents for 28 76 135 
grains, or one dollar in 399 worse than their legal 
value 

4. That the intrinsic value of the silver French 
crowns, will be at the rate of 117 8-10 cents per 
ounce, or 2-10 of a cent in the ounce better than 
their legal value. 

5. That the intrinsic value of the silver five 
franc pieces of France, will be at the rate of 116 
4-10 cents, nearly, per ounce, or 4-10 of a cent, 
nearly, per ounce, better than their legal value. 

It may, however, sir, be observed, that from 
long experience of the assayer of the mint, it is 
found that the quality of foreign coins, especially 
of silker, is somewhat variable, as will appear by 
comparing the above report with those of former 
years: their respective values, therefore, as regu- 
Jated by the law of 1816, ure probably as near 
their average intrinsic value, as can well be as- 
tertained. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your most obedient servant, 

ROBERT PAL TERSON. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1818. 
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Congress of the United States. 


SENATE. 
Thursday, December 17. 
Mr. Morrow presented a_memorial of the reli- 
gious society of Friends, of Maryland, and parts 
of Pennsylvania and Virginia, adjacent, praying 
some meliorating measures respecting the Indian 
tribes on our borders; which was read and referred. 
Mr. Burrill, from the committce on the judicia- 
ry, to whom was referred the memorial of the Ie- 
gislative council of Alabama, praying for certain 
amendments in their judicial system, made a re- 
port, that, as there was reason to believe that the 
territory of Alabama would, within a short period; 
be received into the union as one of the states, it 
was unnecessary for congress, at the present ses- 
sion, to make any changes in the organization ot 
location of their courts; which report was read, 
(and on the following day concurred in.) 
Mr. Burrill, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill prescribing the mode of commencing, 
psosecuting, and deciding controversies between 
two or more states, which was read. 
Mr. Burrill, from the same comnittee, reported 
a bill to provide for the due execution of the laws 
of the United States, within the state of Jllinois; 
which was read 
‘The resohitions offered yesterday, by Mr. San- 
ford and Mr. Lacock, were respectively taken 
up and agreed to. 
The bill for the relief of Louis and Antoine 
Dequindre, was read the second time. 
Four bills, passed this day in the other Ffouse, 
were brought up for concurrence, and read. 
‘The bill further to suspend, for a limited time, 
the sale or forfeiture of lands for failure in com- 
-pleting the payments, was taken up, and, after 
some consideration thereof, as in committee, the 
bill was postponed until to-morrow. 
Mir. Wilson, from the joint committee, upon 
the subject of the public printing, made a report 
accompanied by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That when any printing is doing by 
virtue of a joint rule or resolution of the two 
houses, the secretary of the senate end clerk of 
the house of representatives, and, when ordered 
by either house, the secretary and clerk respec- 
tively, be authorized and required to employ 
such printer or printers as will most expedite its 
execution and delivery, and allow him ot them 
the same prices now allowed to the printer em- 
ployed by the secretary and clerk—giving the 
lutter the preference when it shall be practicable 
ter him to execute and deliver it as soon as it can 
be done by any other printer or printers. 

The report and resolution wer® read and 
agreed to. 

Fridau, December 18. 

Mr. Tait, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, reported a bill to authorize the peo- 
ple of the territory of Alabama to form a consti- 
tntion and state government, and for the admis- 
sion of such state into the Union, on an equal 
footing with the original states; which was read. 

Mr. Wilson, of New Jersey, submitted the fol- 
iowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘\hat the committee on the subject 
of the slave trade, be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of making provision by law “ to 
prevent the transportation of slaves or servants of 
color, from any one state to any other part of the 





The Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 
Secretary of the ‘I: easury, 





United States, in cases where, by the laws of suc!s 
state, such transportation is prohibited.” 
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course. 

Mr. Morril submitted the following motion: 
* Resolved, That the committee on the District 
of Columbia, be requested to inquire into the ex- 
pobeaet of making some further provision by 

w, for preventing and extinguishing of fires, 
which may happen in this city 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, it was ordered that 
500 copies of the message and documents com- 


municated by the executive on Tuesday lust, be | 


printed for the use of the senate. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made onthe 4th instant by Mr. Lacock, 
to refer to a select committee the message of the 
President, and the documents accompanying it, 
concerning the Seminole war. 

On motion of Mr. Eaton, the motion wa3 
amended to read as. follows, and in this shape 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the message of the President 
and documents relative to the Seminole war, be 
referred to a select committee, who shall have au- 
thority, if necessary, to send for persons and pa- 
pers; that said committee inquire relative to the 
advance of the United States’ troops into West 
Florida; whether the officers in command at Pen 
sacola and St. Marks were amenable to, and un- 
der the control of, Spain; and, particularly, what 
circumstances existed to authorize or justify the 
commanding general in taking possession of those 
posts. 

A cammittee was appointed accordingly, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Lacock, Eaton, Forsyth, King 
and Burrill. 


The biil to provide for the due execution of the | 


laws of the Union within the state of [linois, was 
read the second time, and, after receiving some 
amendments, was ordered tu be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill for the relief of major general Stark 
was read the third time, as amended, passed, and 
returned to the other house. 

Mr. King submitted the following: 

Resaived, ‘Yhat the committee on public lands 
be, and hercby are, instructed to inguire into the 
expediency of so alter the laws concerning the 
sale of the public lands that, from and after the 
day of , credit shall net be given on 
such sales, but the public lands shall be sold for 
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The resolution lies on the table one day of 





money only. 

‘the bil! for the relief of Louis and Antoine De- | 
Guindre was ordered to a third reading. 

Monday, Decemder 21. 

Mr. Noble submitted a resolution to instruc: the | 
committee on public lands to inquire into the ex- | 
pediency of so amending the act authorizing a 
svate constitution in Indiana, as to authorize the le 
gislature of the state to locate the lands granted 
to it fur the purpose of fixing their seat of yo- 
vernment, in quarter seetions and fractions 

The President laid before the Senate a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury tansmit ing 
the annuai report of the Commissioner of the Ke 
venue, respecting direct tax and internal daties 

The resolutions submitted on Friday by Mr 
Wilsom and by Me King, were taken up and 
agreed to. 

Tie motion ofered by Mr. Morril on Friday 
for an inquiry into some mode for the prevention 
and extinguishment of fires in the Cicy of Wasi 
ington, Was also taken up; and, afier some re- 
Marks of ihe mover going to show the inefficicn- 


| 
| 





cy of present arranrements for 
the great value of the public pro i 

a erty 1 i 
which was thereby endangered, ¢ 2 tree 
taking measures for its better security, &e- and | , 
tera verbal modification of the Motion, on the s 
suggestion of Mr. Burrill, the motion was agreed © 


te." 

Mr. Daggett submitted a motton to instruct the 
committee on pensions to inquire into the expe. 
diency of so amending the act of the last Session | 
granting pensions to the soldiers, &e. of the tenet ; 
hitionary army. as that lieutenants of marines act. 
ing under a warrant, shall be considered as entitled 
to the same pension as those acting under a com. 
mission. 

, he bill to enable the people of Alabama to” 
orm a constitution &c. was read the secoad time 

The President laid before the Senate’ a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting ” 
statement, of the sales of the public lands "6 

The bill to give effect to the laws of the Uni 
in the State of tllinois; the bill for the relief of t’ 
and A. Dequindre, and the bill for the relicf of 
S H. Hooker, were severally read the third time. 
passed and sent to the other House 4 

Tuesday, December 22 

The resolutions offered yesterday by Mr. No. 
ble and Mr Daggett were respectively consider. 
ed and agreed to. 

The following bills were received from the o- 
ther house, twice read, and referred, viz: a bill 
for the relief of Dr. Mottrom Ball; a bill for the 
relief of the representatives of Alexander Mont. 
gomery. deceased; a bill directing the pay ment 
of certain bilis drawn by general John Armstrong 
in favor of Wm Morgan; and a bill regulating 
passenger ships and vessels. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to enable the people of Alabama territory to 
form a constitution and siate gove ment, and 
for the admission of such state into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original states. 

The consideration «and discussion of this bill 
was not concluded in to day’s sitting. 

Wednesday, December 23, 

Mr. Rugeles presented the memorial of the re- 
ligious society of Fricnds, in the state of Ohio, 
Indiana and Llinois, praying for the adoption of 
measures for the civiiization and improvement of 
the Endians; which was referred to the committee 
on Indian affairs 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
for the relicf of Renner and Heath, ana the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the 
navy of the United States, for 13819, were received 
and read 

Mr Willians, of Mississippi, submitted for con- 
sideration the following resolution: 

Hesolved, That the committee or public lands 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 

granting by law to the state wf Mississippi, cer. ~ 
tain portions of the pubhe linds for the seat of 

government, and for the support of seminarics of ” 
e rumg within ihe sad state 

The bill pre-cribing the mode of setthng con- 
troversies between two or more states, was read 
. second tine. 


putting out fir 
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Friday, December 18. 
The Speaker laid be‘ore the house the memo- 


rial of the ica slau Woe termtio y of \Jissourt, 





praying that Une people of that terrijory may be 
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o form a constitution and state go- 
and be admitted into the Union. f 
Mr. Smith, of Md. reported, from the commit. 


authorized t 
yernment, 


‘ave and means, a bill for the relief of 1). 
> a Catharine Clark, and a bill making 
approp*iations for the support of the navy of the 
United mune the year 1819; which were read. 

itted. . 
rhe wie reconsidered its vote of yesterday, 
with respect to. the public printing; and, after a 

sd deal of debate on the subject, it was recom- 
mitted to the committce appointed on that sub- 





oer Poindexter introduced a joint resolve for 

an adjournment from oer next to ~ Monday 

<; which was negatived, 

wan on . Monday, December 21. 
Mr. Campbell, from a select committee, report. 

ed a bill to provide for taking the fourth census 

or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 

States; which was twice read and committed. 

* “Mr. Marchand, from a select committee, made 
a favorable report on the petition of John Wells, 
a Collector of Internal Revenue, appointed ia 
1799, who prays allowance for money lost in its 
transmission to the Commissioner of the Revenue, 
and for other expenses and losses incurred whilst 
acting in that capacity, accompanied by a biil for 


. 
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| tee ofthe whole, Mr. Holmes in the chairy on the’ 
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bill making appropriations for tne suppurt of the 

Navy of the United States for the year 1819, 
The biil includes the following items: 

For pay of officersand seamen, $1,270,333 59 


Provisions, 594,037 53 
Medicines. and all expenses of 

sick. ~» 36,000 
Repairs of vessels, 350,002 
Contingent expenses, 300,009 
Repairs of navy yards, docks, &c. 100,000 
Completing medals and swords, 7,500 ° 


Pay and subsistence of Marine : 
Corps, 122,898 


Clothing the same, 2,038 10 
For military stores for do. 1,087 59 
Contingent expenses, 18,6090 


The bill was thea reported to the heuse, and 

ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 
Tuesday, December 22. 

‘Among the petitions this day presented, was 
one by Mr. Herbert, from the Rockville and 
Washington Turnpike Company, praying to be 
empowered toa make that part of said road whici 
lies between the line of the District and the 
boundary of the city of Washington; which was? 
referred to the committee on the District of Co- 
tumbia. 





his relief; which was twice read and commitied. 
Mr. Robertson, from the select committee ap- 
ointed on that subject, reported a bill establish- 
ing a separate territorial government tor the 
southern part of the territory of Missouri; which 
was twice read and coimitted. 
Mr. Johnson, of Ky. from the military commit- 
tee, reported a bill “ concerning the Military Es- 


Mr Smnith, of Md. from the committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the military service of the United States du- 
|vring the yexr 1819; and a bill for the relief of 
| William Coffin and others; which were twice r 
ee committed. ' 

Mr. Herbert, from the committee on the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate 





tablishment of the United States.” [This bill pro- 
poses a modification of parts of the Stat? of the 
Army, without reducing it.] ; 

The bill was twice read and committed. | 

Mr Johnson also reported a bil. for the relief of | 
Patrick Callan; which was twice read and coin- 
mitted 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, the committe on | 
public lands were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the land laws as more 
effectually to prevent waste and damage, by cut- 
ting timber thereon. 

The Speaker laid before the house a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement of the sales of public lands during the 
year 1817, and the three first quarters of the year 
1818, which had been intended to accompany the 
annual report from the Treasury, but was not then 
prepared 

The engrossed bill for the relief of the repre- 
sentatives of Alexander Montgomery, was read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 

A errrence r, 

The bill from the Senate to extend the laws of 
the United States within the state of Lilinois, was 
twice read and committed. 

The verbal amendment made by the Senate to 
the bill granting a pension to Major Gen. John 
Stark, was agreed to. 

The bill which to-day passed the Senate, for 
the relief of Lewis and Antoine Dequindre, was 
twice read and committed. 

The resolution for a temporary adjournment of 

“Congress, offered on Friday last by Mr. Poindex 
ter, was, on motion of Mr Taylor, mdecfinitely 


jthe Provident Association of Clerks in the severat 
departments of government within the District of 
| Columbia, whici was twice read and committed. 
| M-~ Johnson, of Kv. from the military commit- 
tee, laid before the house a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, respecting the alterations proposed 
ito, e made, by a bili now before the house, in 
‘the military establishment; which was referred to 
tue comnuttee of the whole, to whom the bill 
was referred. 

On motion cf Mr. Peter, the committee on the 
District of Columbia were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the —— 
tion of the city of Washington to open and use, 
as a public way, four and a half street west, across 
the mall, in the city of Washington, until the said 
mall may be wanted for national purposes. 

Mr. Butler. of N. H. submitted a motion to ia- 
struct the Committee on pensions to inquire into 
the expediency of so amending the act of the 
last session of Congress, respectiag revolutionary 
pensioners, as to embrace such soldiers as enfist- 
ed or engaged for a less term than. nine: months, 
and, at the request of the commanding officer or 
officers, continued and comp!eted nine months or 
more actual service, at any one period of the war. 

And, on the question to proceed to the consi- 
deration of this motion, it was decided in the ae- 
gative. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Ky. the commit- 
tee of the whole were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill authorizing the peo- 
ple of Michigan territory to elect a delegate to 
Congress, and the bill was ordered to be cagross- 
ed for a third reading. 





postpoued 
The House then resolved itself into a commit- 





fhe engrossed bill making appropriations for 
tue naval service of the United Statesfer the yeas 
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1819; and the erigrossed bill for the relief of Da- 
niel Renner and Nath. H. Heath, were read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. ; 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, of Ohio, the com- 
Taittee on pensions were instructed to inquire in- 
to the expedieney of grating a pension to To- 

- hhon-doche, a Seneca warrior, attached to the com- 
mand of brigadier general M‘Arthur, and who 
was wounded in action with the enemy during 


the late war. 
Wednesday, December 23. 

Mr. Anderson, of Kentucky, ‘is appointed a 
member of the committee of foreign relations, in 
the place of Mr. Allen, of Vermont, resigned. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from the committee of 
ways and means, who were specially instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing goods on 
which the duty nad been paid or secnred, to be 
transporied coastwise, to one or more districts 
within the United States, without loss or deben 
ture, made a report against the expediency of 
this measure; which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. Smith also reported a bill to increase the 
duty on cotton imported into the United States, 
and to prohibit the allowance of drawback on the 
exportation of gunpowder; which was twice read. 

Mr. Smith also reported a bill to authorize pas - 
Ment in certain cases, on sccount of treasury 
notes which have been lost or destroyed; which 
was twice read and committed. 


EDITOR’S CABINET. 

History of Congress—We have nothing under 
this head, worthy of particular: notice, since our 
last number. On the 18th inst. the bill providing 
for the payment of the Massachusetts militia claims, 
was called over by the speaker of the House, 
when Mr. Mason, in the name of the whole dele- 
gation from that commonwealth, requested that it 
might be passed by for the present. The delega- 
tion had been instructed concerning the claim: 
they expected further documents and communi- 
cations respecting it, when the legislature of 
the state should be in session, early in January, 
1819. Mr. Folger, of Massachusetts, moved, ne- 
vertheless, to go into committee of the whole on 
the subject, and his motion prevailed—73 to 63. 
But on motion of Mr. Clay, the committee almost 
immediately rose, and obtained leave to sit again 
on the bill. A debate afterwards took place on a 
bill for the relief of Thaddeus Mayhew, and an 
accompanying report of the committee of claims. 
Mr. Mayhew claims $ 15,898 for property in- 
jured, lost, and destroyed, by the British army, 
in consequence of its having been previously used 
as barracks and places of military deposite by the 
American troops. The committee reported against 
the gross amount of the claim, which they thought 
not well founded, and overcharged if well found 
ed. The bill allowed him § 1,298 for beds, &c 
lost. In the sequel, on motion of Mr. Butler, of 
Weouisiana, the whole amount of Mr. Mayhew’s 
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claim was almitte’. On Monday, the 21st, ‘the 
engrossed bill in this case was read a third time 

when, on motion of Mr. Storrs,’ of New York, it 
was recommitted to the committee of claims, on 
the ground of defective evidence as to some of 
the articles destroyed. On Monday, also, a bill 
was under consideration for the relief of Rennep 
and Heath, on account of the destruction of their 
rope-walk and its contents, the walk having been 
employed to manufacture cordage for the use of 
the U. 3. and their carts and boats having been 
impressed by U. S. officers, so that they could not 
remove their property. The bill allows them 


$ 19,803 for cordage destroyed; but the commit. 


tee of claims rejected the demand of compensa. 
tion for the building burnt by the enemy. A cone 
siderable part of ‘Tuesday, the 22d inst -was spent 
by the House, in committee of the whole, ona 
bill for the relief of Ebenezer L. Stevens, founds 
edon a claim of a date as far back as 1785, 
upon an award relative to a military contract, 
In 1799 the award was reported by the Arditor 
of the Treasury to be binding on the United 
States, to the amount, in all, of 40,296 doliars: 
No decision took place. The committee rose, 
and obtained leave to sit again 
the 23d inst. the House was occupied with a bill, 
reported by Mr. Poindexter, from the committee 
of public lands, to “xtend to J. J. Dufour and his 
associates, of Vevay, Indiana, a further credit of 
twelve months for completing their payment for 
public lands purchased by them. The indulgence 
asked arose from the refusal of the receiver of the 
public moneys to take depreciated bank notes, 
The bill was vigorously opposed but finally pre. 
vailed—73 to 67—the aciditional term of credit 
having been first reduced to six months instead 
of twelve. 

The proceedings of Congress, we presume, are 
in some sort retarded by the absence of Mr. 
Lowndes, who, in all the business of the House, 
is a principal character. 

The session has already tasted for more than a 
month, and nothing of consequence has been 
done. Five or six resolutions and bills have been 
passed, but nothing’ of a general nature. The 
Seminole war, the Bank of the United States, and 
the Bankrupt Law, are the leading topics of the 
session; and, from all appearances, it seems pro- 
bable that there will be much hurry in business 
towards the close,of the term. 


Thoughts after a Law Suit. 
AN EPIGRAM. 
This law, they say, great nature’s chain connects, 
hat causes ever must produce effects; 
In me behold revers’d great nature’s laws, - 
All mv effects lost by a single cause. 


END OF VOLUME SIX. - 
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